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Fort Detrick 
Area B-11 Removal Project Status

• No lost time accidents (960 days)

• Removed 2005 tons of waste and contaminated soil 
from Pit 1.  52 cylinders recovered from Pit 1.

• Overburden removed from Pits 2, 3, an 4 from 8 May 
through 30 May 2003

• Excavation of waste materials from Pit 2 
commenced 5 June 2003 and ended 11 June 2003. 
Pits 3 excavation commenced 16 June 2003 and 
ended 1 August 2003 (completed within surveyed  
limits based on trench delineation). 

• Pit 4 excavation commenced 7 August 2003 and is 
on-going (estimated to be 80% complete within 
surveyed limits). Pit 1 Completed Grade
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Fort Detrick 
Area B-11 Pits 2, 3, 4 Removal Project Status

Wastes recovered during Phase II excavation (Pits 2, 3 and 4) include: 
•Small glass containers

•Glass/plastic

•Medical waste

•Metal fragments

•Six containers

•Small laboratory chemical bottles

•Two vials containing white-yellowish powder

•Approximately twenty (20) intact cylinders ranging in size from 2-8” diameter by 5.5-25” long have 
been recovered to date. Some intact or partial valve assembly. All have been cataloged and secured.

Approximately 1100 tons of soil (9 non-hazardous overburden roll-offs (162 tons) for Detrick 
landfill) have been loaded from Pits 2, 3, and 4 into roll-off boxes as of 9 October 2003

Heat stress still a concern.  Personnel utilizing cooling suits and 6 am starts.

Scalpels Recovered from Pit 2
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Fort Detrick 
Area B-11 Cylinder Disposition

Approximately 74 cylinders with unknown contents have been removed from Pits 1, 2, 3, and 
4. These cylinders range in size from less than 1” to 8” in diameter by 5-25” long. Options to 
dispose of cylinders currently under consideration are as follows: 

•Alternative 1: Transfer of Cylinder Contents to DOT-Approved Cylinders, Transportation to ECBC by 
Tech Escort  Unit from Edgewood for Bio and Chemical Agent Clearance, and Off-Site Disposal.

•Alternative 2: Open, Analyze, and Disinfect Cylinders On-Site, Repackage Waste for Off-Site 
Disposal.

•Alternative 3: Disposal of Cylinders On-Site Through Contained Detonation, Analyze, and Disinfect 
Cylinders On-Site, and Off-Site Disposal of Waste Materials

Cylinders Recovered 
from Pit 2

Examples of Radiography of 
Cylinders Recovered from Pit 1
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Fort Detrick 
Area B-11 Pits 2, 3, 4 Removal Project Status 

(Continued)
• Pits 2, 3, and 4 Schedule

- Startup activities: 21 March 2003 – 02 May 2003

- Excavation: 08 May 2003 – 21 Nov 2003

- Demob/Decon: 01 Dec 2003 – 23 Jan 2004

- Site Restoration: 26 Jan 2004 – 05 Feb 2004

- Cylinder Processing – Approx. 12 Weeks

• Funding

-Removal action was fully funded in June 2003

Pit 2 Pit 3 Pit 4 (Excavated to bottom)

Smoke Event During Pit 3 Excavation

17 June 2003
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Fort Detrick Area A LTM 
Update

Pending Schedule: Estimated Completion Date
LTM (Five Year Review) July 06
Semi-Annual Sampling (3rd Round) October 03
Semi-Annual Sampling Report (June 03 Sampling) November 03

Items Completed: Completed Date
Area A Long-Term Monitoring (LTM) Plan April 02
Area A LTM Sampling (1st round) May 02
Semi-Annual Sampling Report (May 02 Sampling) November  02
Area A LTM Sampling (2nd round) June 03
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Fort Detrick RI/FS
Area B Update

COMPLETED  (none new)
Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EECA) Area B-11 Chemical Waste Disposal Pits (Feb 00)
EECA (Proposed Plan) (May 00)
EECA (Decision Document) (July 00)
Public Involvement and Response Plan (July 00)
Chemical Oxidation Bench-Scale Test Work Plan (Oct 00)
Photographic Analysis (USEPA EPIC Study) (Mar 01)
Chemical Oxidation Bench-Scale Test Report (Final) (July 01)
Area B Background and B-20 North Follow-On Work  Plan (Nov 02)

PENDING Completion Date
Area B Background Study (Final) November 03
Dye Trace Study Work Plan (Final) Pending Funding
RI, FS, PP, DD, RD, RA Schedule being developed
Area B-1 Site Close-Out Document (Draft) January 04
Area B-18 PA Planned Schedule being developed
Areas B-20, B-Skeet, B-Grid, B-Ammo – Work Plans

(addl. samples) Schedule being developed
Explanation of Significant Differences – B-11 Pit 1 Removal Action  Awaiting Army Signature
Explanation of Significant Differences – B-11 Pits 2,3,4 Removal Action Awaiting Army Signature



US Army Corps
of Engineers
Baltimore District

Fort Detrick RI/FS
Area B Update

Completed and Planned Field Activities

• No new field activities.
COMPLETED TASKS SINCE LAST MEETING

PLANNED
• Additional periodic residential and on-post well and surface water sampling – October 03.
• Dye Trace Study - Schedule being developed (funding dependent).
• Field activities (as necessary) for Areas B-20, B-Skeet, B-Grid, B-Ammo
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Area C Update

• Internal Draft RI has been reviewed.

• RI, FS, PP, DD Reports have been funded. 

• The Draft Final RI Report is being completed

• Draft Final RI Scheduled to be completed   
October 2003.

• Final scheduled for February 2004

Monocacy River

Tree Line

Trickling Filters

Former Incinerator

Approximate Location of Former 
Sludge Stockpiling Area

Unnamed Stream

Approx. Location of Ash Area 
Removed
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