MCHD- SI January 10, 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Mnutes fromthe Fort Detrick Restoration Advisory

Board (RAB) Meeting of January 10, 2001

1. | ndex of M nutes

Items addressed at the neeting are listed below, with

correspondi ng section nunbers indicated in the colum on the

ri ght.

SECTI ON
SUBJECT/ TOPI C NUVBER
| ndex of M nutes 1
Meeti ng Openi ng 2
At t endance 3
Openi ng Remar ks and | ntroductions 4
New Member | ntroduction 5
Soil Freezing Information 6
Area B Renoval Project Update 7
Area B Renoval Project Health and Safety Pl an 8
Remedi al I nvestigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) 9
Updat e
Monitoring Well Elevations 10
Meeti ng Sunmary 11
Dat e/ Agenda Itenms for Next Meeting 12
Meeti ng Cl osi ng 13
2. Meeting Opening
The neeting was convened at 7:30 p.m, on Wednesday, January
10, 2001, in Conference Room 3, 810 Schreider Street, Fort

Detrick, Maryl and.
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3. Attendance

Menbers Present:

Li eut enant Col onel Jeffery Springer, P.E., Chief, Safety,
Envi ronment and Integrated Planning (SEIPO), Fort Detrick
(I'nstall ati on Co-Chair)

M. Gerald P. Tooney (Comrunity Co- Chair)

Col onel Janmes G eenwood, Commander, U.S. Army Garrison, Fort
Detrick

M. M chael Kurtianyk, Macintosh Realtor

M. Thomas Meyer, Project Manager, U.S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, Baltinore District

M. Paul O futt, Program Manager, Frederick County Health
Depart nent

M. Dennis Orenshaw, U.S. Environnental Protection Agency
(USEPA), Region 111

Ms. Helen MIler Scott, Community Menber

Ms. Linda Robinson, Conmmunity Menber

M . Dougl as Scar brough, Adm nistration Oversight Manager,
U.S. Arny Environnental Center

M. Stewart Taylor, Ph.D., P.E., Community Menber

M. Thomas Wade, Community Menber

O hers Present:

Ms. Sudha Brown, Field Engineer, U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers

M. Joe Bruntsman, Project Engineer, US. Arny Corps of
Engi neers

M. Fred Bush, Arny Environnental Center

M. John Crook, University of Maryl and

M. Kirk Tichner, Project Manager, |T Corporation

M. Jeff Hutchins, Program Health & Safety Manager, |IT
Cor por ati on

M. David Iseri, |IT Corporation

M. Paul Karmazinski, |IT Corporation

M. Gary Pauly, Local Resident

Captain Jeff Phillips, Attorney, Judge Advocate Ceneral
Corps, Fort Detrick

M. Jim R chnond, Maryl and Departnent of the Environnment

M. John Robertson, Director of Project Managenment, New
Dom ni on Managenent

M. John Sinsel, Universe Technol ogies, Inc.
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M. Bruce Ware, Resident Engi neer, Environnmental Resident
Office, Construction Division, U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers

Reporter (no name given), Frederick Post

Ms. Nancy Shropshire, SEIPO, Fort Detrick (Recording
Secretary)

Menbers Absent:

Charles Billups, Ph.D., Community Menber

Larry Bohn, Frederick County Heal th Depart nent
WIlliamEffland, Ph.D., Conmunity Menber

M chael Gresalfi, Comrunity Member

Jay Rhoderick, Comrunity Menber

Craig Toussaint, Ph.D., Comunity Menber

~ 533333

Openi ng Remar ks and | ntroductions

Li eut enant Col onel Springer wel coned everyone to the neeting
and asked that everyone introduce hinself or herself.

5. New Member | ntroduction

M. Tooney introduced M. Kurtianyk and wel comed him as a
new RAB nmenber. The vote was taken by email, with the fina
result of 9 votes for, no votes against, and no vote by two
menbers.

6. Soil Freezing Information

Li eut enant Col onel Springer stated that no vi deo had been

| ocated to show the soil freezing process. M. Meyer added
that information about soil freezing could be found on web
sites by doing a search on the internet. M. Meyer

di spl ayed still photos showi ng freeze pipes being pushed
into the soil. In response to a question, M. Myer stated
t hat the pipes are nade of some type of plastic. M. Meyer
continued that a calciumchloride brine will circul ate
through a refrigeration unit and the pipes in the ground.
Ground contact with the pipes will cause noisture in the
surrounding area to freeze. The goal will be to reduce the
ground tenperature to approxi mately 20 degrees Fahrenheit.
The work will be done during the sumrer, but that shoul d not
have nmuch i npact on the process since ground tenperature
remai ns approxi mately 50-60 degrees Fahrenheit year-round.
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M. Meyer stated that the pipes will be driven into the
ground at an angle of approximately 32 degrees.

7. Area B Renobval Project Update

M. Ware stated that we are now getting into the final work
plan and final site safety and health plan stages. The
final drafts of these plans are being circul ated for
comments. Wth that, we are noving toward the renedial
action phase, which will begin shortly. The IT Corporation
was chosen as the contractor for this project based on their
capability and expertise in this type of work. Meetings

will be held with Fort Detrick and |local conmmunity emergency
responders to ensure they have a good understandi ng of the
work that will be done and to establish a good neans of

comuni cati on.

M. Tichner presented an overview of the renpval action

pl anned for Area B-11, which contains one known and two
suspect disposal pits. Data indicates that druns of

sol vents, tetrachl oroethylene (PCE) and trichl oroethyl ene
(TCE), were disposed of in the known pit. Soil in the
trench is contam nated with those solvents and substances
typically found in | abs during the 1950-70s. The planis to
remove this material in order to protect the groundwater in
the area.

Public safety is a primary concern, so the approach is to
encapsul ate the waste to avoid any contact by the public.
This interimrenoval action is to renove the source
contam nation. Additional study and renediation wll
follow The site will be set up and nobilized in January.
A seism c survey, conpleted in Novenber, |ocated bedrock
approximately 32 feet bel ow the work surface. A sprung

building, simlar to the H OT. done, will be erected in
February. |In March, a backhoe will be used for test
trenching and site evaluation. The work will be done inside

t he building and begin at the outside edges, where we know
the area is clean, and slowy proceed toward the pit.
Workers wi |l wear decontam nation suits and breathe bottl ed
air. As an added precaution, a vacuum systemw ||l be in

pl ace to pull out any contamnated air, filter the air

t hrough about 800 pounds of carbon, and then exhaust the air
back into the building in order to contain any

contam nation. As work is being done, air quality will be
continually nmonitored, both inside and outside the building.
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An odor absorbent, Ecosorb, or a foam spray can be applied
I f needed.

M. Toonmey noted that, approximtely 2-1/2 years ago, test
trenching caused rel ease of an odorant, with the result that
several people in the imedi ate area becane ill and were
taken to the hospital. M. Tooney asked whet her odor
suppressants were strong enough to handle this type of
situation. M. Meyer explained that odor suppressants are
sprayed into the air and react with the chemcals in the air

to suppress the reaction and stop the snell. |If underground
fumes escape or there is a reaction in the ground, the foam
will be used to stop that and keep the area covered. M.

Ware added that the air filtration systemis designed to
renmove any odor-causing aerosols that m ght get into the
air. M. Ware agreed to get additional information for the
RAB about this issue. M. Tichner stated that the air
filtration systemw |l run continuously and be designed to
provide three full air changes per hour. The carbon filters
wi |l be changed daily and transported off site for disposal

M. Tichner noted that, according to historical data, the
size of the pit should be about 15 feet deep, 12 feet w de,
and 20 feet long. When trench size is delineated, a crane
will be used to nove the sprung building. The freeze
barrier will then be installed underneath the waste. After
that, the sprung building will be put back in place.
Excavation of the waste will be initiated in |late April or
May and shoul d be conpleted by |late summer or early fall.
Duri ng excavation, a decontamnation trailer will be in

pl ace where workers will put on/take off their

decontam nation suits prior to entering/ exiting the
building. In addition, workers will be washed down prior to
exiting the building. The wash water will be tested and
treated. Production rate is designed to be |ow,

approxi mately 10 cubic yards per day. Excavated waste wil|l
be placed directly into metal roll out boxes and sorted by
wor kers, who will renove | arge pieces of debris and snall
contai ners, such as test tubes and bottles. Sinple field
tests will be done to determ ne conpatibility of chem cals
so these containers can be sorted into druns and transported
for analysis and disposal. After the soil is screened and
remaining large itens are renoved, it will be stockpiled in
t he buil ding, sanpled, and sealed in |arge netal boxes
suitable for over-the-road transfer for proper disposal. W
expect that a total of approximtely 500 cubic yards, or
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approxi mately 20-30 truckl oads, of waste will be generated.
There is insufficient electric power available to run the
equi pnment, so two super-quiet diesel generators will be

used. Work hours will be Monday-Friday, 7 a.m to 5 p.m

8. Area B Renopval Project Health and Safety Pl an

M. Hutchins explained that he is the program health and
saf ety manager for the Baltinore Total Environnental
Restoration Contract with the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers.
Hi s nunber one goal is zero contam nant rel ease outside the
bui |l di ng and no chem cal exposure above Occupational Safety
and Health Act limts for the workers. Safety expectations
w || be achi eved through planning, enploying veteran team
menmbers, and providing the workers with the right tools to
do the job every day. Each worker has significant tinme
invested in a Level B suit and is famliar with the suit’s
restrictions and dangers, such as heat stress. A 10-hour
day will yield approximately six productive hours. The team
menmbers are accustonmed to working with the unknown and as a
team Prior to beginning work, they will walk through the
process and work out any details. Drills will be conducted
for emergency response actions. A safety person will be in
the building at all times while work is on-going. Video
caneras will be located inside the building for worker
safety. A stand-by person will always be suited up and ready
to enter the building. M. Hutchins will routinely make
audit and surveillance visits.

9. Renedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Update
Area A:

Li eutenant Col onel Springer stated that the Area A FS
appropriately proposed no additional action. As a result,
when the decision docunent is conpleted, a public neeting is
required only if necessary. No clean-up action is needed
for Area A\ The intent is to release the proposed plan for
30 days for public review and coment. A date,

approxi mately 45-50 days follow ng rel ease of the docunent,
will be identified for a public neeting in case there is
enough public interest to hold the neeting.

M. Meyer stated that the estimted conpletion date for the

Area A FS was noved to February 2001. At the October 2000
partnering neeting, a decision was made to sanpl e southern
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boundary wells in Area A and one interior well in order to
establish a current baseline from which | anguage for the FS,
Proposed Pl an, and Deci sion Docunments could be crafted. The
Oct ober 2000 sanple results showed non-detects for al
boundary wells. Sanple results for Well 11, the interior

well, were 2 parts per billion (ppb) for TCE, down from
previous results of 12 ppb. The Departnent of the Arny
still feels there is a need to contain the central residual

plume to prevent off-site migration of elevated |evels of
cont am nati on.

M. Toomey recalled information fromthe previous neeting
that indicated that the punping rate for the production well
was reduced. M. Meyer responded that there was a reduction
in the punping rate by the tenant, but that an anal ysis of
wells in the area showed that the plunme was still being
contained at the | ower punping rate. M. Tooney asked what
woul d happen if the tenant quit punping fromthe well.

Li eut enant Col onel Springer responded that the tenant punps
the water and purifies it for use in on-going research for

fish health studies. |If a decision were nmade to discontinue
this mssion, the tenant would notify us and we woul d begin
punping fromthe well, nost likely with no discontinuity in

the process. M. Tooney requested data on the rate that TCE
was being recovered from water punped fromthe well

M. Meyer pointed out that the sanples were taken by the new
standard nethod of | owflow sanpling. He added that the
contours on the map were not updated. M. Tooney asked t hat
t he next update include the current contours and the new
contours so estimted changes in the plunme are depicted.

Area B:

M. Meyer stated that no new docunents were conpleted. The
U.S. Environnental Protection Agency is conducting a

phot ographi ¢ analysis, with an estimted conpl etion date of
January 2001. The estimated conpletion date for the Dye
Trace Study Work Plan and the Chem cal Oxidation Bench-Scal e
Test Report is February 2001.

Area B quarterly sanpling was conpleted in Novenmber 2000,

but the results are not conpletely validated. Perineter
sanpling was conmpl eted in Decenber 2000, but that data is
not available yet. Rehabilitation of Well 57D was partially
conpl eted by the end of Novenber 2000. We renoved the
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screen and punped out the well, but it is silted in. W are
maki ng plans for silt renmoval w thout addition of
substantial amounts of water to the area.

Approxi mately 1200 wells have been identified for the
residential well survey, fromwest of Area B to the Monocacy
River. The survey is 90 percent conplete and results wll
be included in the Dye Trace Study Work Pl an. Coordi nation
continues for the water treatnent system for the Krantz

property.

Surface water sanpling data for Robinson’s Box and Rocky
Springs show virtually no change. All residential boundary
wel | sanpl es were non-detect, except for TCE detection of 1
ppb in Well 6. This well is used only for the bathroom
facility of an auto repair shop. Novenber 2000 test results
for the TCE plune were simlar to previous rounds. However,
4 ppb TCE was detected at the post pond for the first tine.
Well 47D had a detection of 6 ppb in October 2000 and
Novenmber 2000. Letters were sent to residents west of Kenp
Lane to request perm ssion to sanple.

The overall level of PCE in the area is lower. The center
of the plume nmay be shifting eastward. Well 47D was
resanpl ed due to an August 2000 PCE detection. Resanple
results had a 1 ppb PCE detection. The PCE detection rate
for Well 21D increased to 29 ppb. PCE in Well 31D increased
from 110 to 260 ppb. TCE concentrations in Area B interior
wells remain relatively consistent. PCE concentrations
generally decreased with the exception of Well 58D where the
concentration increased from 31 ppb to 880 ppb.

M. Meyer provided results for the stream gauge study
performed by the U S. Geol ogical Survey to identify

i ncreases and decreases in streamflow. Three areas showed
the | argest increases, as also shown by the previous dye

trace study. A second study will be perfornmed in Spring
2001.
Area C

The major finding of the study was a | arger area of ash

di sposal than previously anticipated. Based upon anal ytical
data, the ash is nost likely non-hazardous. W are trying
to streanline the R, which includes interimash disposal.
We are | ooking at possible renoval action of the ash itself.
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Rl /FS fundi ng constraints nmay preclude finalization of the
RI/FS this fiscal year

10. Monitoring Well Elevations

M. Meyer noted that elevations of the bottomof wells

I mmedi ately west of Area B are generally deeper than the
deeper wells in the western portion of Area B. A fault
borders the site on the western side of Area B. Wl

bori ngs and geol ogi cal nmaps were used to obtain this data.
This is sonething to be aware of while doing this

i nvestigation, to see whether they provide a preferenti al

pat hway for groundwater. Well water levels are simlar to

t hose of August 2000. The gradient near Well 47D appears to
be nmore southerly.

11. Meeting Sunmary

Li eut enant Col onel Springer announced that the next
environnental partnering neeting will be held 31 January-1
February 2001 at Fort Detrick. A RAB nenmber is welcone to
attend as a guest. Lieutenant Col onel Springer asked that
M. Toonmey be contacted by anyone interested in attending so
a notation could be nmade on the agenda for the partnering
neeting. M. Tooney added that the guideline is for one
menber at a tinme to attend as an observer

Col onel Greenwood stated that he attended a very good
neeting earlier in the day with energency response
representatives. A lot of issues cane out of the neeting,
whi ch | asted al nost 3-1/2 hours. Col onel G eenwood
expressed his appreciation for each person who took the tine
to attend the RAB neeting and be a participant in this whole
process.

12. Date/ Agenda Itenms for Next Meeting

RAB neetings are held binmonthly on the second Wednesday of
the month. The next nmeeting will be Wednesday, March 14,
2001, at 7:30 p.m, at Fort Detrick.

Agenda itens for the next neeting:

» Information on Odor suppressants
» Technical information about nufflers for generators to be
used at Area B
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» Data on how many pounds of contam nant are being recovered
fromU S. Arny Center for Environnmental Health Research
wel | s

» Area A groundwater contam nation contours, both old and
new

» Information on dye trace study work plan

» Details on contam nant renoval update, including a chart
t hat shows fundi ng by area by percentage

M. Wade requested that the RAB tour Area B-11 before
excavati on begins, maybe after the sprung building is up or
when the freeze wall is installed. M. Hutchins agreed and
suggested that |late March or early April would probably be
the best time. Lieutenant Col onel Springer stated that the
Frederi ck News Post and tel evision representatives, and
possi bly sone city officials, could also be invited.

13. Meeting Closing

The neeting was adjourned at 10:10 p. m

Revi ewed by:
[ 1sl/

Jeffery C. Springer, P.E.
Li eut enant Col onel, U S. Arny
Co- Chai r man

Approved/ Di sapproved
[1sl]

James R G eenwood
Col onel, U.S. Arny
Deputy Installati on Conmander

Att achnents
DI STRI BUTI ON:

Each RAB Menber
Each Meeting Attendee
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