
Dealing with Deployment
Financial Readiness



OBJECTIVES

• Understanding Entitlements
• Savings Deposit Program
• Service Members Civil Relief Act
• LES – My Pay
• Taxes
• AER
• FSSA
• Additional Services



ENTITLEMENTS

• Hardship Duty Pay
– “Save Pay”
– $100 per month
– Pro-rated

• Family Separation
– $250 per month
– Begins 31st day of separation and ends day prior to 

arrival at home station.
• Hostile Fire Pay

– $225 per month
• Combat Zone Tax Exclusion
• Per Diem - $3.50 day



SAVINGS DEPOSIT
PROGRAM

• Deposit up to $10,000 in a savings plan that earns 10% 
interest annually (compounded quarterly).

• Deposits can be made by allotment, check, or money order 
(after serving 30 days in deployment area)

• Requires Special Power of Attorney for spouse to inquire.
• Limited to net Monthly Pay
• Have 90 days to withdraw money after you redeploy.
• Hot line: Commercial – DSN – 312-580-6545



SERVICE MEMBER’S 
CIVIL RELIEF ACT

• Purpose: Provide relief for persons in the active military 
service, defined in Section 511 of the 1940 Act.

• Requires that all debt incurred by a member of the 
military service prior to entry into active duty, shall be 
charged no more than six percent interest for the 
period of active duty.

• May be lowered to 0% if deployed to hostile area.
• Individual must contact each creditor to initiate and 

may require copy of orders to verify status.



LES-MY PAY

• www.mypay.dfas.mil
• Check pay & entitlements
• Start, Stop, Change Allotments
• Manage TSP
• Pin on Demand link if you lost your pin
• Fax a request
• You can, and should, provide spouse access 

authorization while deployed.

http://www.mypay.dfas.mil/


TAXES

• Tax Filing Extension = 180 days from date of 
redeployment plus number of days left to file when 
initially deployed. 

• Sponsor extension includes spouse.
• www.irs.gov

Publication 3 “Armed Forces Tax Guide”

http://www.irs.gov/


Army Emergency Relief 
(AER)

• Accessible and available everywhere the Soldier is 
located for emergency financial assistance; i.e. 
emergency leave, problems at home, etc..

• Spouse can apply from back home with authorization 
or power of attorney. 

• http://www.aerhq.org/
• Wounded Soldiers provided $200.00 grant at servicing 

medical facility for supplemental items.

http://www.aerhq.org/


FAMILY SUPPLEMENTAL
SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE (FSSA) 

PROGRAM
• Lower enlisted soldier with a family may be entitled to 

receive up to $500 extra a month for food.
• Income based guidelines.
• Application certified by ACS Financial Readiness Program 

personnel.
• DA 4187 must be signed by Company Commander and 

returned to ACS for processing through Finance.
• Must recertify with income changes over $100 and/or 

annually by EOM February.
• Deployment non-taxable base income is counted.



ACCESSIBILITY

Make sure you, your spouse, and/or parents have access 
to the following: 

• Bank accounts (savings/checking).
• Investment accounts (addresses, phone#, etc).
• Debt/Credit Information (addresses, phone#, credit 

limits, amounts owed, monthly payment amounts, etc.).
• Passports, Marriage, & Birth Certificates.
• LES 
• Power of Attorney (some require Special POA).



COMMUNICATION
• Sit down with spouse before deployment,  discuss 

goals/objectives of what you both want to accomplish 
financially during the deployment.

• Discuss ALL debts owed (account information, etc.).
• Devise a spending plan for both parties (home & 

deployment site).
• Plan for the unexpected.
• Devise a savings plan (consider TSP, tax free income, 

deployment entitlements for savings purposes if 
possible).

• Review checklist and be prepared to initiate plan.



QUESTIONS?

Contact Information:

Army Community Service (ACS) Outreach Programs
Community Support Center
1520 Freedman Drive, Suite 300
Fort Detrick, Maryland 21702

301-619-3787  or DSN 343-3787
USAGOutreach@amedd.army.mil
http://www.detrick.army.mil/outreach

mailto:USAGOutreach@amedd.army.mil
http://www.detrick.army.mil/outreach
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